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Be an FIA Devotee

FUEHCHE Norio Teshima
BT ERS Aichi Institute of Technology

¥3,000 ($30). This is the usual cost per head for a drinking
party. Most of students willingly pay the charge to an Izakaya (a
Japanese-style bar). How much is an annual fee for the Japanese
Association for Flow Injection Analysis (JAFIA)? It is ¥3,000.
People are able to pay it if they are willing to skip a drinking
party. Hence, I think that the number of JAFIA members is likely
to increase, but actually that is not going to happen. Here I am
indiscreet enough to compare “the JAFIA to an [zakaya” and
“JAFIA members to drinking companions”. In my opinion, if the
JAFIA reproduces a good Izakaya, “drinking companions” are
willing to pay annual fees. In this foreword, I as an FIA devotee,
try to consider service with which the JAFIA should provide
members.

Recently, the tide has been running in favor of the JAFIA. In
2011, flow analysis techniques (both FIA and continuous flow
analysis, CFA) have been firstly standardized as Japanese
Industrial Standard (JIS) K 0170 “Testing methods for water
quality by flow analysis”. In 2013, this newborn JIS K 0170 has
been then introduced into JIS K 0102 “Testing methods for
industrial wastewater” which has a 50 years history. Finally in
2014, flow analysis as a part of JIS K 0102 has been adopted
into official (governmental) methods of environmental water
analysis. The FIA trade in Japan has been brimful with “special
meal = valuable information” these days. So, the JAFIA will
hold a workshop (a short course) of flow analysis techniques this
July at Aichi Institute of Technology in order to offer “special
meal” to FIA/CFA users and the potential users. Such workshop
is of importance as a service provided by the JAFIA.

Another principal service is the publication of the Journal of
Flow Injection Analysis (JFIA). The JFIA has published
high-quality review and original papers and other articles since
its founding in 1984. However, the JFIA recently has not had a
rush of submitting papers from FIA researchers. I think that one
of the reasons would be this: the JFIA does not have an impact
factor. Buuuuuut!!! I strongly think that FIA researchers as FIA
devotees should cooperate with each other in developing the
JFIA more and more! On the other hand, FIA users would be
much interested in how to handle the newborn JIS K 0170, the
revised JIS K 0102 and the official methods rather than
academic research papers. I recommend such FIA users should
read a tutorial review”. All JFIA articles are available from
http://jatia.kyushu-u.ac.jp/english/jfia/contents/index.html

From the end of Nov. for 6 days, the 19™ ICFIA will be held
under the organizer, Prof. Imato
(http:/jafia.kyushu-u.ac.jp/ICFIA2014/). This is the biggest
event by the JAFIA in which global FIA devotees will get
together. They all are delegates from each country. Please visit
Fukuoka,
companions”!!!

bringing many “potential members = drinking
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