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20th Anniversary of JAFIA

— Let’s see FIA from the “reverse” side—
Koichi Oguma
Chiba University

It is my pleasure to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of
JAFIA. JAFIA was founded by the great efforts of many
ancestors of FIA research in Japan and has been continuously
supported by not only Japanese members but also many FIA
researchers abroad. Therefore, I, as one of JAFIA members,
would like to express my sincere thanks to foreign FlAists,
without whose continuous supports JAFIA should not have

been able to make such a progress.

Now, FIA itself has a 28-year history. A large number of
papers concerning FIA have so far been published to propose
various types of FIA systems for the detections or
determinations of diverse substances, The goal of most of
those papers is to develop the rapid and sensitive methods of
analysis. And highly sophisticated FIA systems or techniques
have also been reported. It is a matter of course that scientists
seek for the analysis systems or techniques of the highest grade.
However, one of important matters in routine analysis is
robustness. The tedious and frequent maintenance of
instruments used is not unsuitable for routine analysis. The
determinations of major components often require the analysis
methods of rather low sensitivity than high sensitivity.

If we want the further progress of FIA, FIA has to be
widespread among the general public. Accordingly, we
should sometimes develop the FIA methods suited to routine
analysis. That is why I recommend to see FIA from the
“reverse” side.
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